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Lincoln and Hattie Peugh

Lowell Lincoln Peugh brought his family to Southern California in
the early 1900's to escape the cold winters of Ohio. He had been a
telephone line repairman and after one severe ice storm, he answered
an ad for a job in California. He obtained a job with the telephone
company in Los Angeles and brought his wife, Hattie, and their four
young children, Ethel, Alena, Mabel and Emmett, to California on the
train. Working for the telephone company, he moved the family
frequently. They lived in Los Angeles, Ontario, Ventura, and Santa
Maria. Dudley was born in California.

Lincoln Peugh's great grandparents came from Germany to N.W. Ohio
and S.E. Michigan. His mother, Martha Peugh, had one sister, Lydia,
and one brother, Perry Pew, who married and settled in Michigan.
Lincoln's father was a Union soldier and a war casualty. His name is
not known. Martha married a St. Claire and Lincoln did not get along
with his stepfather. He was teased at school by being called st.
Jesus; so Lincoln ran away to his grandparents and took their name. He
also lived with his Aunt Lydia, who had a son, Walter. Lincoln
attended Oberlin College. This school was probably equivalent to a
High School.

In 1923, Alena made a trip to Ohio with her mother and visited
Great Aunt Lydia. She told them as a young man, Lincoln was full of
fun and quite musical. He learned to play the banjo, harmonica and
violin by ear and wherever he went, he took his banjo. He met Hattie
Kime while she was working for her sister in Mansfield, Ohio. Alena
remembersher parents enjoyed singing togetherwhen they were a young
couple in Ohio. Alena wrote that Lincoln enjoyed dancing but Hattie
never learned. His favorite dances were the schottisheand polka.
Perry Pew's wife Matilada,rememberedLincoln and his banjo. She could
always tell it was Lincoln coming down the lane because he carried his
banjo.

After arriving in California on Halloween, 1903, the family lived
in the Boyle Heights area of Los Angeles. Lincoln worked several years
for the telephone company repairing broken lines. They moved to
Ventura and owned a hotel. Lincoln helped with the cooking when not
repairing telephone lines. The also lived in Santa Maria where Lincoln
had to ride a horse across a flooded river with a wire attached to the
horse's tale. When the wire was fastened to far side, a heavy cable
was pulled across the river.

Lincoln and Hattie later owned a grocery store in Encinitas and
then, during the 1930's, they lived and operated a trucking business
in San Diego with their youngest son Dudley. Lincoln also invested in
real estate. He took over distressed housing, fixed it up and resold
homes to low income families. Many homes were sold to black families
in east San Diego. A story was told that when Lincoln was a young boy,
a black farm hand saved Lincoln's life during a severe wind storm by
laying on top of him in a ditch until the storm blew over. Lincoln was




